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Geoffrey Chaucer : The Father of English Literature 
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Abstract : Chaucer wrote in continental accentual-syllabic meter ,a style 

which had developed since around the 12
th

 century as an alternative to the 

alliterative Anglo-Saxon metre. Chaucer is known for metrical innovation 

,inventing the rhyme royal and was one of the finest English poets to use 

the five-stress line, a decasyllabic cousin to the iambic pentameter. Now 

considered  the “Father of English Literature,” Chaucer wrote in the English vernacular while 

court poetry was still being written in Anglo-Norman or Latin. The decasyllabic couplet Chaucer 

used for most of The Canterbury Tales later evolved into the heroic couplet, commonly used for 

the epic and narrative poetry in English. Chaucer is also credited with pioneering the regular use 

of iambic pentameter. 

                

Key Words : Father of English Literature 

 

Introduction : Chaucer was well acquainted with all ages and conditions of men. All this trained 

him for a poet of man as he appeared eventually in The Canterbury Tales. His earlier works are 

too large, being written upon Italian and French works; but in the Canterbury Tales he fixed up 

the spirit of his age for upcoming generations to observe and appreciate. He was as truly the 

unofficial chronicler of England in the fourteenth century as Froissart was the official French 

chronicler of the military events of the same time. The greatest achievement of Chaucer was that 

he was the first to introduce the note of modernity in English literature. Until his time literature 

had been medieval. It dealt either with ancient gods and heroes or with other abstractions of the 

allegorical romance. Chaucer made a clean sweep of this unrealistic litter replacing by real 

human beings and handling them in a garb of delicate tolerance and humor, which is the modern 

way. When a great poet like Tulsidas chose the Avadhi dialect of Hindi for his Ramayana, he 

uplifted it to the position of a national language. Chaucer did the same for the approval of the 

East Midland dialect. In a sense he almost created the English language as we know it today. 

Chaucer  discarded altogether the Anglo-Saxon alliterative tradition-“the rim, ram, roff”, as he 


